LIFE AND LETTERS OF H. TAINE
Not at all; on the average, my services to the State take me about two hours a day. It is a fine thing to be a free man at the cost of such a short slavery. We are going to the Promised Land, and the tribute we have to pay at the door is not exorbitant. The University is excellent for that; if we merely suppress our ambition, desire for pleasure, and love of the world, and if we know how to live alone with our thoughts, we may be quite happy. Now, I am hoping to be able to work in myself those reforms I am speaking of. When we leave the Ecole, we are expansive, politically-minded, and militant; we need Art and Society ; in a few years time, I daresay, we can end by being satisfied with our own conversation and that of the trees and clouds. The University has that advantage that it forbids us any other life than the scientific life. We are forced to become either philosophers or brute beasts. My choice is made.
Likewise for the pupils. One ends by treating them as they deserve to be treated. I punish mine with great success, and I read their platitudes with stoical calmness. When one has made up one's mind to it, the sight of hypocrites and fools is no longer irritating.
This is the hardest reform, my dear fellow ; at the ficole we take too much of a spirit of equality. We assume that absurd hypothesis that all men are men. Not at all: sometimes we may happen to meet one by chance; the others are machines, as you rightly say, who make our bread and clothes, and whom, I may add, are greeted with respect. We must become accustomed to live in the great machine and all its stupid wheels. If we wear a cuirass of pride, we no longer feel the shocks ; we forget individuals,
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